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1453 June 18, 1920. 

CHILD HYGIENE IN MISSOURI. 

On request of the acting governor, made in response to a resolution 
by the State board of health requesting assistance in child hygiene 
work in the State, the United States Public Health Service is con- 
ducting a State-wide study of child hygiene problems in the State of 
Missouri in cooperation with the State board of health and a number 
of volunteer organizations. The main object of the investigation is 
to leave behind it an effective division of child hygiene in the State 
department of health that will carry on the work which the results 
of the investigation indicate should be done. One of the expected 
results is that a number of communities throughout the State will 
organize at their own expense for the conservation of child life. 

The investigations are in charge of a commissioned officer of the 
Public Health Service; assisted by a staff of seven women physicians, 
six public-health nurses, and a number of field investigators, all of 
whom are women. 

Conditions in selected urban, town, and rural districts throughout 
the State, representing typical American life, will be thoroughly 
studied. Subject to parental consent, the physical condition of 
children of the school and preschool age in each of the communities 
will be carefully studied. Such measures as may be necessary to 
correct defects will be recommended to the parents and the teachers. 
Where treatment is necessary, communities will be urged to provide 
local facilities for that purpose. Accurate records are being kept 
and a follow-up system has been arranged. Much of the work in the 
State deals with the hygiene of maternity and infancy. The pro- 
visions for the supervision of expectant mothers are being studied 
with a view to making recommendations for improved facilities for 
medical advice for protection of the expectant mother and the care 
of her child. In all these activities the aim is to establish in Missouri 
model modern organizations for dealing with the health of mothers 
and children. 

The accompanying outline summarizes the more important activi- 
ties now being carried on in connection with this survey and may 
serve to indicate how thoroughly the work has been coordinated 
with that of local and State official and unofficial health agencies. 
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